EPHESIANS: PRECISION THINKING FOR ACCURATE THEOLOGY
SESSION 17 | EPHESIANS 4:22-29
PRACTICAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR OUR WALK | EPHESIANS 4:17-32
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Verses 17-22 included on session 16.
Verse 22 –
o These are simple instructions. Because a believer has learned Christ (v. 20) and heard him and
been taught by him (v. 21) the believer is to live differently than before.
o The believer is to put off (v. 22), be renewed (v. 23), and put on (v. 24).
o Note the following concerning v. 22:
▪ This is a repentance of behavior, and is a result of not a path to belief in Christ.
▪ The word conversation has changed in the English language, loosing its connection to its
Latin root: con vertere (with a turn). The Latin closely matches the Greek ἀναστροφή
[anastrophe] (turning again). The modern sense of the word did not come about until
almost 1800. Thus, the instruction is to rid yourself of the turning round and round that
the old man did.
▪ The old man (before learning of Christ and being taught by Him) was corrupt with a
corruption that came from deceitful lusts. The Greek is literally the lusts that belong to
deceit. The lusts are real, but they were created by the deceit of the deceiver, Satan
himself.
Verse 23 –
o Since there is an old man (v. 22) that has now come to faith, he is to be renewed in the spirit of
your mind.
▪ Paul doesn't give a step-by-step outline of how to achieve this renewal, possibly because
it would be different for each person (or because we should learn to figure out some
things for ourselves).
▪ However, grammatically, Paul is not commanding the believer to be renewed, but
showing this as a result of the verbs of vv. 20-21.
o The verses can be displayed as follows:
▪ You learned, you heard, and you were taught (vv. 20-21) for the purpose of putting off,
being renewed, and putting on (vv. 22-24).
▪ Each of the verbs in vv. 20-21 are in the indicative (a statement of fact) and each of the
verbs in vv. 22-24 are in the infinitive (which requires a preceding verb).
Verse 24 –
o As with the preceding "instructions," this is a result.
▪ However, one should not assume that because these are results that they do not
require personal action.
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One must participate in and cooperate with the verbs of vv. 20-21 in order to achieve
the results of vv. 22-24.
o The new man for which we have learned Christ (etc.), is a man that has God as its pattern.
Therefore, when we ask, "what manner of man shall I be?" we should look to God (whom we see
through Jesus) for the answer.
Verse 25 –
o In vv. 25-32 we find direct commands to the one who is now a new man.
o The commands begin with wherefore, which is a translation of dia, thus could be translated,
through this (the instructions above) now put away lying, etc.
o Literally, the Greek says, having put away lying, speak truth.... It is assumed by Paul that the new
man would have put away lying as a part of his old conversation.
o Paul instructs that we should speak...truth because of our interconnectedness. None of us is an
island unto himself.
Verse 26 –
o This verse is most often misinterpreted (and very often mistranslated) to teach that anger is a
sin. In reality, the instruction is to be ye angry, and to do so before sundown.
o This is part of speaking truth, as instructed in v. 25.
Verse 27 –
o Because the word neither is a negative conjunction, it must be connected with the previous
phrase concerning sundown.
o Invariably, if one harbors anger rather than expressing it, it will give place to the devil either by
allowing the sin to continue or allowing the anger to build up to dangerous levels.
Verse 28 –
o Paul uses the illustration of thievery to display the change of behavior that should take place in a
believer.
o Those who stole should steal no more rather labor productively with hands in order that he may
have to give to him that needeth.
Verse 29 –
o The word corrupt is σαπρός [sapros].
▪ In English, a saprophyte is a "bacteria or fungus that grows on decaying organic matter."
The words that would grow off decay rather than to the use of edifying are to be
avoided by believers.
o Notice that the KJV uses communication rather than conversation, as in v. 22, showing the
precision of the KJV English.
o Do the words you speak build up and minister grace unto the hearers? This can be done even
when the words are words of anger (v. 26).
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