EPHESIANS: PRECISION THINKING FOR ACCURATE THEOLOGY
SESSION 16 | EPHESIANS 4:12-21
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Verses 7-11 included in session 15
Verse 12 –
o The purpose of giving these positions was for the perfecting of the saints.
▪ Note that perfecting is a better translation than equipping.
▪ The Greek καταρτισμός [katartismos] is "the ultimate work of art."
o The list in verse 12 is not a list of three separate things, but one building on another. It was the
saints who did the work of the ministry toward the edifying of the body of Christ.
o In 1 Cor 12:27-28 Paul also speaks of the body of Christ in the context of gifts.
o In both 1 Cor. 12 and in this verse, the body is the local church, the reflection of the physical
body that is in heaven.
Verse 13 –
o Continuing the purpose of the giving of offices, the goal of these offices was a unity in both the
faith and of the knowledge of Jesus Christ.
o This unity will bring the local church to be a perfect man who displays the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ.
o That is, the local church is the perfect reflection of the body of Christ, which is in heaven.
Verse 14 –
o If we reach this unity and become the perfect man (v. 13), then we would not be children in
faith, who display these characteristics:
▪ tossed and carried about with every wind of doctrine.
▪ Fooled by the sleight of men along with their cunning craftiness.
▪ These two issues are one of the greatest maladies in the church today.
Verses 15-16 –
o Rather than being tossed to and fro, and carried about (v. 14), we may grow up into him in all
things when we are speaking the truth.
o There is a good possibility that the comma should go after truth, thus "speaking the truth, in love
we might grow up into him..."
o The important matter is that we now deceive (v. 14) but speak truth.

PRACTICAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR OUR WALK | EPHESIANS 4:17-32
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Verse 17 –
o Literally, Paul instructs the Ephesian believers not to walk as the rest of the nations are walking.
▪ Specifically, the nations are walking in the vanity of their mind.
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This is one of the reasons that the philosophy of rationalism must be wholly rejected in
favor of a worldview that relies on revelation.
• The American Heritage Dictionary defines rationalism as, "The theory that the
exercise of reason, rather than experience, authority, or spiritual revelation,
provides the primary basis for knowledge" [Emphasis mine].
• Rationalism is vanity because it reasons from within a closed system, without
all the evidence, while assuming that it is evaluating all evidence.
o The vanity of the mind can come from several sources in addition to the philosophy of
rationalism. Several sources of this vanity are ignorance, conceit, rigidity of thinking, rejection of
evidence, etc.
Verse 18 –
o Those who have adopted a vanity of thinking have their understanding darkened. The word
understanding is διάνοια [dianoia], which is literally through thought, and is the word from
which we get diagnosis.
o These people are not in fellowship with God because of their ignorance and they are ignorant
due to the blindness of their heart (the word blindness is an interpretation, a literal translation
would be hardness).
o Note that they are not alienated from the life of God by election, but by blindness and
ignorance. Our job as evangelists is to help them to see the vanity of their mind (v. 17).
Verse 19 –
o The verb being past feeling is in the active tense, meaning that they have "cast off all feeling"
(Darby Translation). Having done this, they then give themselves to all uncleanness with
greediness.
o It is a dangerous thing to become morally callous.
Verses 20-21 –
o Those who believe have learned Christ in a different manner than those of vain thinking (who
have also learned of Christ, whose fame is beyond the ability to claim ignorance in every part of
the world that has any contact with other parts of the world).
o If you have heard him, and have been taught by him (through the Scriptures), then you have the
truth about Him.
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